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2018 EDGE-NEXT: 
Incubating Aspiring 
Entrepreneurs
NTU and the University of Tsukuba joined hands to 
host the first “EDGE-NEXT: Exploration and 
Development of Global Entrepreneurship for NEXT 
Generation” from March 1-7, with a view to mentoring 
entrepreneurial aspirants. 

Sponsored by Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), the program 
aims to instill the spirit of global entrepreneurship in the 
next generation, cultivate graduate students and 
college visionaries with proficient knowledge, develop 
their capabilities to marry their research efforts 
organically with innovative business models, and 
ultimately rewrite the industry structure of the future.

Last September, the University of Tsukuba started a 
series of on-campus candidate screenings for the 
EDGE-NEXT program. In January, three teams and 
three accompanying members, totaling 11 in number, 
were chosen to attend a short-term study program at 
NTU. The study program was co-organized by NTU’s 
Office of International Affairs (OIA) and Creativity and 
Entrepreneurship Program (NTUCEP), with the OIA 
planning the event and NTUCEP designing the 
curriculum and scouting out prominent presenters.

The troupe of 11 from the University of Tsukuba arrived 

in Taiwan on March 1 and received a warm reception 
from the OIA. A campus tour and reception were held 
on the following day. NTUCEP Director Bing-Yu Chen 
rolled out the red carpet to welcome them. In the 
courses that followed, students from NTU, the National 
Taiwan University of Science and Technology, and the 
University of Tsukuba teamed up to brainstorm and 
learn from one another. 

Moreover, three noted entrepreneurs were invited to 
share their startup experiences. They included: Michel 
Chu, Co-Founder of GigaMedia Limited; Gary Wang, 
Co-Founder and Chairman of Pergolas Medical 
Technology; and Vincent Wang, Chairman of Sunsino 
Venture Group. Their rags-to-riches tales were most 
inspiring and motivating to all the listeners.

On March 6, the students from Tsukuba and NTUCEP 
shared their entrepreneurial visions in the “Final Pitch,” 
as professors and experts moderated the sessions and 
offered constructive criticisms on the participants’ 
presentations. The Tsukuba participants expressed their 
heartfelt appreciation to NTU during the farewell party in 
the evening of March 6, praising NTU for organizing a 
productive, creative study program. 

Notably, this EDGE-NEXT event broadened the two 
universities’ collaborative horizons to include innovation 
and entrepreneurship. It offered NTU students an 
opportunity to network with entrepreneurial aspirants 
from other countries and infused new energy into NTU’s 
short-term international programs.

NTU Plus Academy: 
Year-Round Short-Term 
Programs
NTU Plus Academy offers a series of short-term 
programs for international students on various subjects, 
including performing arts, Chinese and sinology, 
engineering, natural science, research experiments and 
practicums, and social sciences. Moreover, outdoor 
activities are arranged for students to experience 
Taiwan’s vibrant folk customs, colorful landscapes, and 
the country’s modern and traditional cultures. 
Understandably, the students are swept away by the 
warmth and hospitality of Taiwanese people. 

Students completing the short-term programs will 
receive official course credits, a transcript, and a 
certificate of completion. Currently, more than 20 
programs are available every year, attracting as many 
as 2,200 students in total. We recruit student advisors 
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from local student community to help with tour-planning 
and reach out to international students. Many 
international students who participated in NTU Plus 
Academy have decided to stay in Taiwan for a student 
exchange program. Some even become degree 
students at NTU, and eventually set down their roots to 
become part of Taiwan’s glocal community.

To strengthen international cooperation and the quality 
of academic exchanges, NTU has become an active 
and dedicated member of several renowned global 
higher education associations, including the Association 
of International Education Administrators (AIEA), the 
Association of International Educators (NAFSA), and the 
Asia-Pacific Association for International Education 
(APAIE). As members of these esteemed organizations, 
we have presented plenary sessions, unveiled NTU’s 
strategies and reforms for internationalization, and thus 
effectively applied our local perspectives to a shared 
global vision.



The Daan Branch

Approximate 
location of the NTU 
Campus

History of the Liugong Canal
The Liugong Canal was a project spearheaded by Hsi-Liu Kuo and his son, two 
visionaries from the Qing dynasty, for irrigating the fields on the Taipei plain. To 
commemorate the contribution of Kuo, the canal was later given its present 
name “Liugong Canal” (“Liu-gong” is an honorific for Kuo). The original route of 
the canal’s Daan Branch has been in existence since 1762, winding through the 
present-day NTU Campus. However, the branch north of Zhoushan Road 
began to vanish in the 1950s following the growingly expanding urbanization 
process, and the drastic decrease in agricultural lands resulted in the overall 
expendability of the canal. By the 1980s, almost all the canal on NTU Campus 
had gone underground. The present-day canal segment next to the Hydrotech 
Research Institute is a diversion of the Daan Branch. Due to the Hydrotech 
Research Institute’s need of water and drainage for conducting experiments, 
this is the only canal segment on campus that still remains uncovered.

Restoration Project of the Liugong 
Canal - NTU Segment
NTU launched the Liugong Canal Restoration Project in 2001. In 2015, another 
project was implemented to restore part of the original canal route and increase 
the water areas (“blue-belt”) along the Palm Avenue on campus. The ultimate 
goal of this project was to connect Drunken Moon Lake with the Liugongjun 
Pool on Zhoushan Road. With the support of the Liugong Irrigation Association, 
NTU has completed the Liugongjun Pool along Zhoushan Road, the Liugong 
Bridge, and the canal segment next to the Hydrotech Research Institute; it has 
also successfully restored the original route of the Daan Branch (south of 
Drunken Moon Lake). The key to successful canal restoration is having a stable 
water source, and thus NTU would like to acknowledge the support of the 
Taipei Water Department. NTU can now access 200 tons of water from Xindian 
River daily to provide the water needed for Liugongjun Pool, Drunken Moon 
Lake, and the restoration of Liugong Canal on campus.
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Routes of the Liugong Canal in 
Kuo’s original design in 1762.

First Wulixue Branch (abandoned in 1972)

The diversions of the Daan Branch 

(abandoned in segments respectively in 1972 and 1986)

The original route of the Daan Branch

Drainage channel on campus

Liugong Canal Restoration Project, 
2015 (source: AECOM).
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1. Study Maps
Location of the canal from an aerial view, 
taken in 1945 (Photo courtesy of the Center 
for GIS, RCHSS, Academia Sinica).

2. Ground-Penetrating Radar 
Detection
The radar detection on October 19, 2015 
yielded inconclusive results.

3. Excavation before 
Restoration
No canal remains were found in the 
excavation in May, 2016.

5. Water System Design
Non-powered water supply from Drunken 
Moon Lake, with Xindian River as a 
backup water source.

6. Restoration Completed4. Discussions
The Student Association and surrounding 
departments were invited to join the 
discussions on restoration design.

Liugong Canal’s Role in 
Defining NTU’s Campus 
Space and History
The restoration of the Liugong Canal is not only a 
celebration of a renewed waterscape that beautifies the 
environment, but also an integration of the architectural 
past of the NTU Campus. The campus used to be 
patches of verdant farmlands irrigated by the Daan 
Branch of the Liugong Canal a century ago. The 
Taihoku College of Agriculture and Forestry was 
established in this area prior to Taihoku Imperial 
University, the predecessor of NTU. Although the 
original canal is long gone, the vestiges of its former 
glory are still visible throughout the campus.

Restoration of the Drunken Moon Lake Segment
NTU began a lengthy restoration project for the original Daan Branch on campus in 2015. The restoration team had 
conducted numerous field surveys and discussions about the design of the restored canal, receiving generous support 
and assistances from many individuals up to the project’s completion in September 2017. We heartily thank all the 
faculty/staff members and professionals from the industries for enriching and beautifying the NTU Campus.

Hsi-Liu Kuo excavates an irrigation canal 
on the Taipei plain, which is later named 
the Liugong Canal. 
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The original Daan Branch north of the 
Zhoushan Road disappears.

The Liugong Canal ceases to provide 
irrigation water. Just about the entire 
Daan Branch diversion on campus goes 
underground.

NTU begins the Liugong Canal 
Restoration Project with the support of 
the Liugong Irrigation Association.

Completion of the 1st phase of the 
Liugong Canal Restoration Project 
(including the Liugongjun Pool).

Restoration of part of the original canal 
route and canal landscaping on Palm 
Avenue begins; water is channeled from 
Xindian River with the consent of the 
Taipei Water Department.

Reconstructions of the original route of 
the Daan Branch (Drunken Moon Lake 
segment) and improvements on the Daan 
Branch diversion (Hydrotech Research 
Institute segment) are completed.

Instructor and students of horticulture by the canal in the NTU Farm in 
June 1939 (Photo courtesy of Shu-Rong Chuang and the Gallery of 
NTU History).

Canal valve on NTU Campus in 1949 (Photo courtesy of Tong-Shin Lu and Gallery 
of NTU History).
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